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Introduction
The specification continues to be a very popular course because teachers and schools 
recognise the benefits of an examinable course that both interests and educates young 
people. The variety of choice within the specification allows teachers to deliver the course 
that best suits their candidates and, as such, the examination is unique. 

Unit 11 allows study of Islam, a religion that is increasingly important in today’s society. 
The course engages the interest of young people, it addresses many moral and spiritual 
issues affecting young people today and, importantly, it fulfils all of the requirements for the 
present Key Stage 4 statutory Religious Education.

Candidates responded well to the questions and it was pleasing to note that many of them 
were able to give good reasons for the statements they made.

The candidates have achieved a wide range of performance levels, as would be expected 
from an examination with mainly whole cohort entry. 

The mean on this paper showed a slight increase from last year possibly as a result of year 
11 only entry. However it might also be due to an increased awareness of exam technique.

Please note: Words within inverted commas in candidate examples indicate the sense of the 
candidate's response. This may or may not be quoted verbatim.  
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Question 1 (a) (b) (c) (d)
This question (Q) is based on Section One in the specification. Each of the sub-questions 
covers a different bullet point within the specification.

(a)	 The (a) questions ask either for a definition or for examples. Q1(a) asks for a definition 
of creativity. Examples without the definition were only awarded partial marks, as per 
the mark scheme.

(b)	 This question was about whether Allah communicates with humans. Answers that did 
not link with the question as asked gained no marks. Answers needed to include a 
personal opinion and more able candidates used examples from the Qur'an and hadith, 
as development of opinion.

(c)	 This question required candidates to explain why belief in the mercy and compassion of 
Allah is important for Muslims. Most candidates were able to show an understanding of 
the reasons why this belief is important but only a few were able to develop their ideas 
further.

(d)	 This question needed candidates to evaluate a statement about Qadr and whether 
or not belief takes away the freedom of choice. Many candidates understood the 
difficult issue of freewill versus predestination and gave excellent answers. However, 
less able candidates gave very confused answers. 

Most candidates are now familiar with the layout of the (d) question and were able to state 
their own opinion and give reasons for it in (d)(i) and give an opposite view in (d)(ii).

Q1 was not as popular as Q2 with many candidates having difficulty with Q1 (d).
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Personal point of view with two developed reasons  
(a)	The beginning of this answer is a basic reason, which was ignored in order to award better marks 

later in the answer. 
(b)	(i)	 ‘Allah communicates through angels’...developed by…’the example of the Night of Power ‘
	 2 marks
	 (ii)	‘Allah communicates through dreams’…developed...’the example of Ibrahim’
	 Level 2 

4 marks
(c)	Three basic reasons with one reason developed
	 (i) ‘Gives their lives meaning and purpose...helps them understand’...
	 (ii) ‘Strengthens their love for Allah because He cares for them’
	 (iii) ‘Gives peace of mind about judgement day’...developed by...’Allah will forgive them’
		�  The candidate’s Quality of Written Communication (QWC) determines the upper or lower mark 

- not the quality of their Religious Studies (RS). A candidate’s communication has to be very 
poor to receive the lower mark. In this case, the candidate’s communication is understandable 
so they will receive the higher of the two marks within Level 4.

	 Level 4 
	 8 Marks    
(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with one developed reason and one basic reason
	 (i)	…’power over all future happenings’...developed by…’our power is insignificant’...
	 (ii)	‘He will guide who He wills and lead astray who He wills’
	 3 marks   
	 Opposite viewpoint with three basic reasons 
	 (i) 	‘Change it with their own souls’
	 (ii) ‘No purpose in life’ … ’be like robots’
	 (iii)	‘Accountable for our actions’
	 3 marks
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) = 4
Total = 24 marks

Examiner Comments

(b) Questions should begin with a statement that 
identifies the answer as the candidate’s own opinion. 
In this case the candidate says ‘I would agree’...

(c) Ideally, candidates should start a new paragraph 
with each new reason they give on a (c) question.

Examiner Tip
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(a)		Correct definition although different wording from the glossary 
2 marks 

(b)		Personal point of view with two developed reasons

	 (i)	 ‘through the Qur’an’…developed by…’tells what Allah expects’

	 (ii) ‘Miracles because he has given/done’…developed by…’he has listened’, which is 
another way of communication

	 Level 2 
4 marks

(c)	Three brief reasons

	 (i)	 ‘Believe He is kind, caring and doing the best He can do’

	 (ii)  ‘Allows them to trust Him’

	 (iii)	‘Can forgive people’

		 The candidate’s QWC determines the upper or lower mark - not the quality of their RS.  
A candidate’s communication has to be very poor to receive the lower mark. In this 
case, the candidate’s communication is understandable so they will receive the higher 
of the 2 marks within Level 3.

	 Level 3
	 6 Marks  

(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with one developed reason

	 (i)	 ‘Allah has control’...developed by...’so believing it doesn’t give you much choice’

	 2 marks

(d)(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with one reason

	 (i)	 ‘Allah has given a choice’

	 1 mark

SPaG = 3, high intermediate performance

Total = 18 marks

Examiner Comments

(d) Development must link with the 
question and to the reason already given.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a) (b) (c) (d)
This question is based on Section One in the specification: each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

(a)	 This question asked for the definition of din. It was answered very well by candidates; 
most candidates who did not know the glossary definition were able to give an 
alternative correct wording.

(b)	 Most candidates were able to state their own opinion and then give a reason for why 
they believed or did not believe that Muslims should look after the world. However, 
frequently the candidates simply described how they should keep the world clean, which 
did not answer the question as set.

(c)	 This question was generally well-answered by candidates, with the majority able to 
explain why the belief was important. Some able candidates linked the belief with how it 
would affect the lives of Muslims today.

(d)	 Many candidates answered this question very well; they gave reasons for both sides of 
the argument.

In order to receive full marks on the (a) question it is necessary for candidates to show that 
they understand that din is more than just belief.

(c)	 is a good example of a candidate using only two reasons but developing them to 
achieve full marks.



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01 13



14 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01 15

(a)	Correct definition 
2 marks

(b)	Personal opinion with two developed reasons
	 (i)	 ‘Appointed Stewards’…developed by...’use skills to look after it’
	 (ii) ‘Will be judged because we were appointed as khalifahs’
	 Level 2 

4 marks
(c)	Two developed reasons
	 (i)	 ‘Will be judged’…developed by…’motivated to do the best’...
	 (ii) ‘Rewarded or punished’...developed by…’so will observe’
	 The candidate’s QWC determines the upper or lower mark - not the quality of their 

RS. A candidate’s communication has to be very poor to receive the lower mark. In 
this case the candidate’s communication is understandable so they will receive the 
higher of the 2 marks within Level 4.

	 Level 4 
8 Marks

(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with one developed and one basic reason
	 (i)	  ‘Judges if they have the right intentions’
	 (ii) ‘Shows greed and how selfish’…developed by...’thinking of their own benefit’
	 3 marks
(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with three reasons
	 (i)	 ‘Stated in the Quran and hadiths’
	 (ii)  ‘Deserve a reward because in Shariah law’
	 (iii) ‘Prophet also taught it’
	 3 marks 

SPaG   = 4
Total = 24 marks

Examiner Comments

If candidates change their mind about which question 
they are answering, they should cross through the 
work that they do not want to be marked.

Examiner Tip



16 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01 17



18 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01

(a)	This answer includes the idea of belief and practice and so receives full marks 
2 marks

(b)	Personal viewpoint with one developed reason

	 The candidate has repeated the same reason and therefore is only credited once.

	 (i)	 ‘Duty to look after the world’…developed by...’become closer to God’

	 Level 1 
2 marks

(c)  One developed reason and one basic reason

	 (i)	 ...’taught in the Quran’….developed by…’will die and return to Allah’

	 (ii)	...’those who do not believe will go astray’ Much of the response at the end of this 
does not answer the question.

	 Level 3

	 The candidate’s QWC determines the upper or lower mark - not the quality of their 
RS. A candidate’s communication has to be very poor to receive the lower mark. In 
this case the candidate’s communication is understandable so they will receive the 
higher of the 2 marks within Level 3

	 6 marks

(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with one basic reason

	 (i)	  ...’should be generous not selfish’

	 1 mark

(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with three reasons

	 (i)	 ...’still doing good’

	 (ii)	‘Allah promises a reward’

	 (iii)	 ‘Pleases Allah’

	 3 marks 
SPaG = 3 marks 

It is intermediate performance but at the higher level. There is general control and a fair 
level of accuracy in spelling so it is the higher mark.

Total = 17 marks

Examiner Comments

•	 	Definitions should be learned from the Edexcel glossary
•	 	Candidates must identify their reason clearly in a (b) 

question. It may be for, against or may be undecided, as 
long as the candidate indicates that all reasons are their own 
opinion rather than ‘Others may think....’

•	 	Candidates are able to gain maximum marks in a number of 
ways: look carefully at the mark scheme

•	 	Candidates should read the questions carefully and make sure 
that they understand the focus of the question

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
Q3 was more popular than Q4, with the majority of candidates scoring well.

It is always best for candidates to learn the glossary definition but correct alternatives are 
accepted and are included in the mark scheme.

Question 3 (b) (c) (d)
This question is based on Section Two in the specification: each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

This was a very popular question with candidates performing exceptionally well. 

(b)	 Most candidates were able to state their own opinion about whether respect should be 
shown to the Qur'an. Many Muslim candidates answered from a purely Islamic point of 
view, which was acceptable. 

(c)	 The majority of answers to this question about the role of the imam were very good. 
The strongest candidates developed their answers by explaining the importance of the 
role of the imam.

(d)	 Candidates were able to give at least one reason in response to this, but many did not 
really understand what is involved in following Shari'ah law.



20 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01 21

(b)	Clear personal viewpoint with two developed reasons

	 (i)	 ‘Allahs original words’…developed by...’sealed by the Prophet’

	 (ii)	‘Huge miracle’…developed by...’could not read or write’

	 Level 2 
4 marks

(c)	Three roles outlined with one developed

	 (i)	 ‘Teaches children’

	 (ii)  ‘Helping new converts’

	 (iii) ‘Give lectures’…developed by…’aware of teachings and actions’

	 The candidate’s Quality of Written Communication (QWC) determines the upper or 
lower mark - not the quality of their RS. A candidate’s communication has to be 
very poor to receive the lower mark. In this case, the candidate’s communication is 
understandable so they will receive the higher of the two marks within Level 4.

	 Level 4 
8 Marks

(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with two reasons

	 (i)	 ‘Everything that should be done written down’

	 (ii)	‘Interprets the hadith’

	 2 marks

(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with one developed reason

	 (i)	 ‘Non-Muslim country has own law’…developed by ….’Shari’ah may be different or 
not exist’

	 2 marks

Total = 16 marks

Examiner Comments
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(b)	Personal viewpoint with several simple reasons

	 There are more than two reasons but none is a development - if candidates do not 
add new information supporting the reason and answering the question they cannot 
credited.

	 According to the mark scheme only two reasons can be credited.

	 (i)	 'Unchanged words of Allah'

	 (ii)	'Teaches Muslim how to live'

	 2 marks

(c) Four roles outlined

	 (i)	 'Leads prayer' 

	 (ii)	'Teaches about Islam'

	 (iii)	'Leads weddings'

	 (iv)	'Visits and gives guidance to people who need it'

	 The candidate's Quality of Written Communication (QWC) determines the upper or 
lower mark - not the quality of their RS. A candidate’s communication has to be 
very poor to receive the lower mark. In this case, the candidate’s communication is 
understandable so they will receive the higher of the two marks within Level 4.

	 Level 4 
8 marks

(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with three simple reasons

	 (i)	 'Compiled from Qur’an'

	 (ii)	'Governs halal and haram'

	 (iii)	'Unites the ummah'

	 3 marks

(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with three simple reasons

	 (i)	  'Laws are outdated'

	 (ii)	'Unpractical in modern society'

	 (iii)	'Media pressure causes problems'

	 3 marks

Total = 16 marks

Examiner Comments



24 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01

Question 4 (a)
Most candidates knew what was meant by masjid although some confused it with 
madrasseh.

Mark scheme definition
2 marks

Examiner Comments

It is unnecessary to write long sentences 
in answer to (a) questions. A simple 
definition is all that is required.

Examiner Tip

Although this is not the wording used 
in the mark scheme it is a sufficient 
paraphrase of the correct answer.
2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b) (c) (d)
This question is based on Section Two in the specification: each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

(b)	 Many candidates found it difficult to develop their reasons on this question.

(c)	 This question was answered well, although some candidates were unable to show how 
certain actions affected a Muslim's life, eg praying together.

(d)	 Most candidates gave very good answers to this question and could give excellent 
reasons for both sides of the discussion.
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(b)	Personal viewpoint with two developed reasons
	 (i)	 ‘Oneness of Allah’…developed by....’foundation of every group’
	 (ii)	‘Conflicts are only human’…developed by …’can be stopped so should not be a barrier’
	 Level 2  

4 marks
(c)	Three ways outlined with one developed
	 (i)	 ‘Creates a sense of belonging’
	 (ii)	‘Compassion and love for one another’…developed by...’giving strength’
	 (iii)	‘Encourages Muslims to do good as they are representing the ummah’
	 Level 4 

8 marks 
(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with two reasons, one developed
	 (i)	 ‘Worship not accepted because of the design of the building’…developed by…’pure 

intention that matters’
	 (ii)	‘Allah is everywhere’
	 3 marks
(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with two reasons, one developed
	 (i)	 ‘Gives it an identity’
	 (ii)	‘Some features are significant’…’developed by…’symbolise something’
	 3 marks
Total = 18 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should read through their work after 
they have completed it. 
They should check that they:
•	 have written what they intended to write
•	 cannot add anything else to their answers

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has some knowledge but has difficulty expressing ideas. Examiners make 
every effort to understand the answer and give credit where possible.
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(b)	Personal viewpoint with one reason
	 (i)	 All Muslims are the same regardless of their 

beliefs and what their groups tell them to do.
	 This reason is not developed in any way. The next 

sentence goes against the candidate's opinion.
	 1 mark
(c)	Two ways are outlined
	 (i)	 'Gives protection'
	 (ii) 'Brings people close together'
	 This is rather confused.
	 Level 2
	 4 marks
(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with one reason
	 (i)	 'As long as you can pray in it and read Qur’an'
	 1 mark
(d)	(ii)	Opposite point of view with one reason
	 (i)	 'Can be classified as a mosque'
	 1 mark
	 Total = 7 marks

Examiner Comments

You can develop a reason very 
easily by giving a relevant example.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a)
This question caused some difficulties for candidates who confused qiblah with Ka'aba. 

Slightly different wording from the 
mark scheme but a correct definition
2 marks

Examiner Comments

Incorrect definition and no indication 
of the direction to face for prayer
0 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b) (c) (d)
This question is based on Section Three in the specification: each of the sub-questions 
covers a different bullet point within the specification.

Both questions in this section were equally popular and both were answered well.

(b)	 Most candidates could give reasons for celebrating Eid ul-Fitr. Only a few mixed the two 
Eids.

(c)	 All candidates could give reasons for the importance of zakah, with the most able also 
showing a good understanding of its spiritual significance.

(d)	 Some candidates did not answer this question very well because they missed the word 
'all' and consequently gave confused answers.

The candidate has given excellent reasons for the importance of zakah.

Far too many candidates resorted to phrases such as 'it is taught in the Qur'an which is the 
word of Allah' or, 'the Prophet did it and we must follow his example'.

They did not show either knowledge or understanding of zakah.
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(b)	Personal viewpoint with two simple reasons
(i)	 ‘Celebrating the end of the fast’
(ii)	‘Chance to spend time with family and friends’ 

	 2 marks
(c)	Three reasons with one developed

(i)	 ‘Reminds them wealth is a gift from Allah’
(ii)	‘Purifies them’…developed by...’can make someone very selfish’
(iii)	‘One of the Five Pillars’

	 Level 4 
8 marks

(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with one reason
	 (i)	 ‘Full commitment to follow’...
	 1 mark
(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with one developed reason
	 (i)	 ‘Might have financial difficulties’…developed by…’do other things 

that will make them a better Muslim’
	 2 marks
Total = 13 marks

Examiner Comments
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(b)	Clear personal viewpoint with two developed reasons
	 (i)	 ‘Breaking the fast’…developed by…’given by Allah’
	 (ii)	‘Brings the family together’...developed by...’and the ummah together’
	 Level 2 

4 marks
(c)	Four reasons given
	 (i)	 ‘Purifies your wealth’
	 (ii)	‘Treat the poor as brothers and sisters’
	 (iii)	‘Strengthens the ummah’
	 (iv)	‘Obeys Allah’
	 Level 4 

8 marks
(d)(i) Personal viewpoint with three simple reasons
	 (i)	 ...’get good sunnah’
	 (ii)	‘Good life after death’
	 (iii)	‘Cannot ignore command by Allah’
	 3 marks
(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with one developed reason
	 (i)	 ‘Not all are relevant’…developed by...’the example of Zakah’
	 2 marks
Total = 17 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)
In order to receive full marks candidates needed to show that they understood that Eid is a 
celebration, as well as knowing which Eid is mentioned.

Two elements are required to be fully correct: sacrifice/hajj and festival/celebration.

There is a clear indication that this 
candidate knows what Eid ul-Adha is.
2 marks

Examiner Comments

It is always best to learn the glossary definition.

Examiner Tip

Here, the candidate has mentioned only one 
element – sacrifice ...eid is taken from the 
question and is therefore only partially correct.
1 mark

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (b) (c) (d)
This question is based on Section Three in the specification: each of the sub-questions 
covers a different bullet point within the specification.

(b)	 This question was answered well and most candidates were able to state their own 
opinion about whether fasting makes a person a better Muslim.

(c)	 Although most candidates who answered this question received the full 8 marks, 
many of the responses were disappointing because they did not show any depth of 
understanding about the importance of salah.

(d)	 More able candidates were able to see that this question was about the significance and 
symbolism of the different parts of hajj. They gave excellent answers expressing their 
viewpoint, and that of those who might disagree with them.

Some candidates simply wrote about visiting Makkah as a good thing to do and then were 
unable to give any reasons against their opinion.

The answer to (c) is very good in this example. The candidate understands the value of 
prayer.
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(b) Personal viewpoint with two reasons, one developed with an example
	 (i)	 'Prevents sin'…developed by example of smoking
	 (ii)	'Develops self control'
	 The continuation of the answer introduces further reasons but no 

development.
	 Level 2 

3 marks
(c)	Four brief reasons
	 (i)	 'Given as a gift for worship'
	 (ii)	'Second Pillar which is compulsory'
	 (iii)	'Comes into contact with Allah'
	 (iv)	'Remembers Allah every day'
	 Level 4 

8 marks
(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with two reasons
	 (i)	 'Prophet said going to Arafat makes your hajj accepted'
	 (ii)	'Mina is significant'
	 2 marks 
(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint: two reasons, of which one is developed
	 (i)	 'Ka’aba is the central part of hajj'
	 (ii)	'Prophet was born in Makkah'…developed by...'holiest place for Muslims'
	 3 marks
Total = 16 marks

Examiner Comments
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(b)	Personal viewpoint with one reason
	 (i)	 'Does not bring you closer to Allah'
	 The second reason is clearly incorrect so is not credited 
	 1 Mark
(c)	Four reasons
	 (i)	 'Brings them closer to Allah'
	 (ii)  'Helps them lead a good life'
	 (iii) 'Help on Judgement Day'
	 (iv) 'Joins with the ummah'
	 Level 4 

8 marks
(d)(i) Personal viewpoint with two reasons
	 (i)  'Holy place for Muslims'
	 (ii) 'Brings a sense of togetherness'
	 2 marks
(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with one basic reason
	 (i) 'purity...white robe most important'
	 1 mark
Total = 12 marks

Examiner Comments

(d)	Many candidates are answering this question from the 
perspective of what one does at hajj rather than the 
place. It is important to read the question carefully.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)
Most candidates knew the glossary definition of halal and so gained full marks.

Candidates who simply referred to food that was allowed only received 1 mark because this 
would be an example of halal, not a definition.

Correct definition
2 marks

Examiner Comments

Good definition
2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b) (c) (d)
This question is based on Section Four in the specification: each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

It was noticeable that many of Q7 and Q8 responses were not complete; candidates are 
advised to spend about 20 minutes on each question.

(b)	 Better candidates were able to answer this question regarding whether or not death 
rituals are important. 

(c)	 Most candidates responded well to this question concerning why Muslim laws on dress 
are important. They were able to develop their reasons using statements from the 
hadith. However, some candidates simply described what the laws were and such 
responses could only achieve Level 1 =  2 marks.

(d)	 Few candidates were able to respond to the quote about community cohesion and 
appeared to have very little understanding of what it meant. Some candidates simply 
referred to the ummah and not to the wider community.

Some candidates were able to give their own opinion and reasons for it, but were unable to 
explain why others might disagree with their opinion. 

For (d) questions it is important that candidates are encouraged to discuss fully both their 
own opinions and the reasons for them, and those opinions that other people might hold.

This a typical example of a candidate who found it difficult to answer this question.
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(b)	Personal viewpoint with one developed reason
	 (i)	 ‘Reflect on their life’...developed by...’try their best to please Allah’
	 2 marks 
(c)	This is a description of the dress laws, not the reasons why they are 

important, therefore it can only reach Level 1.
	 Level 1 

2 marks
(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with two brief reasons
	 (i)	 ‘everyone is equal to each other’
	 (ii)	‘It creates peace in society’
	 2 marks
(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with one brief reason
	 (i)	 ‘Think their religion is better’…
	 1 mark
Total = 7 marks

Examiner Comments

(c) Candidates will be able to check they have 
written sufficient to gain full marks by 
using a paragraph for each reason.

Examiner Tip
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(b) Personal viewpoint with two developed reasons
	 (i)	 'Create God consciousness'...developed by...'remind people we 

have to return to Allah'
	 (ii)	'Provide comfort for the relatives'…developed by...'able to mourn'…
	 Level 2 

4 marks
(c)	Three reasons with one developed
	 (i)	 'Prevents other sins'
	 (ii)	'Follow the Qur’an and gain rewards'
	 (iii)	'Encouraged by the Prophet'…developed by...'in order to stay on 

the right path'
	 Level 4 

8 marks
(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with two reasons, one of which is developed
	 (i)	 'All beings are equal'…developed by…'all creations of Allah'
	 (ii)	'Creates love within the community'
	 3 marks
(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint two reasons, one of which is developed

(i)	 'Prayer and worship are important'
(ii)	'Expensive and time consuming'...developed by...'could be spent 

elsewhere'
	 3 marks
Total = 18 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)
Most candidates who answered this question gained full marks. Candidates who only gave 
an example of a country or wrote  'a Muslim country' received 1 mark for a partially correct 
answer because these were not definitions.

Full, correct definition
2 marks

Examiner Comments

Correct definition
2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b) (c) (d)
This question is based on Section Two in the specification: each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

This question was not answered well. Many candidates lacked knowledge and others did not 
have enough time. Some candidates answered parts from both Q7 (b)(c)(d) and Q8 (b)(c)
(d) and consequently could not achieve full marks.

(b)	 Many candidates had difficulty with this question and clearly had little knowledge 
of riba.

(c)	 Few candidates answered this question well. Most only wrote about food laws and 
missed the significance of halal and haram.

(d)	 Some candidates left this question blank because they had no more time.

This candidate gives four clear reasons for the importance of halal and haram.
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(b) Personal viewpoint with two basic reasons
	 (i)	 ‘Not many banks’
	 (ii) ‘Mortgages are needed’
		  This answer is very confused but the candidate is saying that riba is not important 

because it cannot work in the UK. This was credited as an alternative approach.
	 2 marks
(c)  Four reasons
	 (i)   ‘Protect our health’
	 (ii)  ‘Live a better life’
	 (iii) ‘Sense of identity’
	 (iv) ‘Brings us closer to Allah’
	 Level 4 

8 marks
(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with three brief reasons
	 (i)	 ‘Duty to look after the world’
	 (ii)	‘We should help others’
	 (iii)	‘Follow the example of the Prophet’
	 3 marks
(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with three brief reasons
	 (i)	 ‘Teaching of Tawhid more important’
	 (ii)	‘Some may be helpless themselves’
	 (iii)	‘Natural disasters can’t be helped’
	 3 marks
Total = 16 marks

Examiner Comments

(d)	Candidates can use development and examples 
in (d) sub-questions to improve their answers.

Examiner Tip
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(b)	Personal viewpoint with one basic and one developed reason
	 (i)	 ‘not obeying the command of Allah’...developed by...’this displeases him’
	 (ii)	‘doing a bad deed’ There are further reasons but no development
	 3 marks
(c)	Three reasons with one developed
	 (i)	  ‘if we do not follow them, going against the teachings of Allah’
	 (ii)	‘If you go against them you are not a good Muslim’
	 (iii)	‘They are for our benefit’…developed by the example of music
	 Level 4 

8 marks
(d)	(i)	 Personal viewpoint with two reasons - one is developed 
	 (i)	 ‘Doing something which pleases Allah’…developed by...’earn reward’
	 (ii)	‘Following the footsteps of the Prophet’
	 3 marks
(d)	(ii)	Opposite viewpoint with two reasons
	 (i)	 ‘Angels – because they record our deeds’
	 (ii)	‘Respect your parents as they raised you’
	 2 marks
Total = 16 marks

Examiner Comments
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Paper Sumamary
Candidates produced some very interesting answers to the questions posed. The increase 
in the mean on this paper indicated that candidates have increased the maturity of their 
responses when answering the questions. Candidates had not only studied the topic but 
also, importantly, had linked them with their everyday life and the society around them.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.

•	 There is a choice of two questions per section, each as four sub-questions. Candidates 
may either attempt the sub-questions in the top question (odd numbers) or the sub-
questions in the bottom question (even numbers). Candidates who choose questions 
from a combination of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all of 
their responses and, as such, are at a clear disadvantage

•	 Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by writing a cross 
in a square at the top of the paper. Some candidates did not do this. They should be 
reminded to do this as part of examination preparation

•	 The amount of lines given is more than adequate for candidates to achieve maximum 
marks; there is no need for candidates to write more than this.

•	 If candidates write more than can be inserted into the allocated linage they are using 
up too much time on that particular question and, inevitably, will place themselves at a 
disadvantage later in the paper. Almost all of the candidates who used extra paper had 
already achieved the maximum marks for that question

•	 There was a number of candidates who did not complete the final section this year due 
to timing difficulties. Candidates should be encouraged to spend about twenty minutes 
per question leaving ten minutes to check through work at the end of the paper

•	 The paper is marked on a computer screen, by examiners. Candidates are asked to 
write using a black pen: this is important so that clear images are reproduced

•	 Maximum marks on the (a) questions are easily gained by learning the Pearson glossary 
definitions in the appendix  of the specification. Candidates who had learned the 
glossary wording performed to a high standard

•	 Only the candidate’s point of view is credited in (b) questions: there is no point in 
explaining other people’s views in this question. The easiest way to gain full marks is 
for candidates to concentrate on stating their opinion and writing two separate reasons 
for it, each in a distinct paragraph, and then to develop each of the reasons with an 
example or a quote. Candidates who are taught to discuss why people disagree with 
their opinion in (b) questions are severely disadvantaged

•	 Candidates can gain the higher mark within the level by writing coherently. This mark 
is the Quality of Written Communication mark and is only lost if a candidate's writing is 
such that it is not easily understandable by the examiner. The (c) questions test AO1 
and so are likely to ask for candidates to ‘Explain why’ or to ‘Explain how

•	 Many of the (d) questions this year produced interesting answers. However, candidates 
should ensure that they start by stating their own view and reasons for it in (d)(i) and 
state reasons why someone might hold a different view in (d)(ii), rather than confusing 
the two halves.

•	 At least one of the reasons given in either (d)(i) or (d)(ii) must be explicitly religious to 
go beyond 3 marks

Teachers who would like to learn more about the specification and this year’s examination in 
particular should attend an online Pearson Inset, which can be booked through the Pearson 
website. Specific queries can be answered through Ask the Expert, which is also found on 
the Pearson website.
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The new specification, together with sample exam papers, will be available on-line as 
unaccredited in August 2015. Free on-line training and face-to-face training may be booked 
on-line at present. Pearson is also providing many resources for the new specification on 
line including schemes of work, planners, candidate exemplars and mapping documents.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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